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l. Introduction: Beyond the Alarm System

In South Africa's high-risk vehicle crime environment, traditional security features like alarms
and immobilisers are often insufficient against organised syndicates. These criminals
specialise in destroying or altering a vehicle’s fundamental identity—the easily accessible
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and engine number—to make it untraceable.

Microdot Technology is the government-mandated countermeasure. It's a sophisticated,
passive security system designed to provide your car with an indestructible, forensic
identity that cannot be removed, ensuring that ownership can always be proven. For you,
the client, this translates directly into enhanced security, a powerful theft deterrent, and
compliance with the law.

Il. Key Concepts: The DNA of Your Vehicle
1. What are Microdots?

A microdot is a minute, high-tech polyester disc, typically less than in diameter (the size of a
grain of sand). Each dot is laser-etched with a unique 17-digit code, which is either the
vehicle's VIN or a unique Personal Identification Number (PIN) linked to the VIN and the
owner's details.

2. The Application and Invisibility Factor

o Invisible Application: We apply between 10,000 and 15,000 of these microdots
across more than different locations on your vehicle. The dots are mixed in a
specialised, clear adhesive.

o Targeted Parts: Application includes every major tradable component: the chassis,
engine, gearbox, body panels (doors, bonnet, boot), lights, onboard computers, and
even undercarriage parts.

e Forensic Tool: The dots are invisible to the naked eye. To find them, law
enforcement officers use specialized equipment, and then a microscope or
magnifying scope to read the unique identification code.

3. The Unbeatable Deterrent
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The sheer number and strategic placement of microdots make a stolen vehicle commercially
worthless to a criminal syndicate.

o Criminal Cost vs. Benefit: The only way to completely remove all 10,000+ dots is to
spend excessive time and effort sanding or stripping every single component—a
process that makes the stolen vehicle or its parts unprofitable to sell.

o Contamination Signal: The presence of a microdot warning sticker on the vehicle
signals to criminals that the vehicle is "contaminated" with forensic evidence,
making it undesirable to steal.

lll. South African Legislative Compliance and Protection

Microdot technology is not an optional accessory; its fitment is a legal requirement in South
Africa, specifically designed to combat vehicle crime and protect you, the consumer.

1. The Mandatory Law

The requirement for microdot fitment is stipulated in the National Road Traffic Act, 1996
(Act No. 93 of 1996), and its associated regulations.

Legislation Detail

The Safety and Security Implication

Regulation 56(1A): "A motor vehicle
registered for the first time in the Republic
on or after 01 September 2012 shall be
fitted with microdots..."

New Vehicle Security: This places
the responsibility on the manufacturer
or importer to ensure a vehicle's
identity is secured from day one.

Regulation 337B(2): Deals with vehicles
requiring a Police Clearance Certificate
(e.g., rebuilt, recovered, or engine
changes). The regulation states the owner
shall ensure that microdots are applied in
accordance with SANS 534-1 if not already
fitted.

Used Vehicle Protection: Ensures
that vehicles changing identity (which
are high-risk targets) are permanently
marked, safeguarding the next owner
against unknowingly buying a stolen or
"cloned" vehicle.

SANS 534-1 (Vehicle Security - Whole of
Vehicle Marking): The compulsory
standard that microdots must comply with.

Quality Assurance: Ensures the dots
are durable, correctly inscribed, and
applied to the minimum number of
locations (over 100), guaranteeing the
system is robust enough for police
investigation.
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2. Proof of Ownership and Recovery

The ultimate safety benéefit is the irrefutable evidence of ownership.

eNatis Registration: The unique microdot PIN is permanently registered and linked
to your VIN on the eNatis system (National Traffic Information System).

The Forensic Link: If your vehicle is stolen and later recovered—even completely
stripped—a single microdot found on any part can be read by the SAPS, matching
the PIN to your eNatis record. This ensures the asset is:

1. ldentified as stolen.

2. Returned to its rightful owner.

3. Used as evidence in the prosecution of criminals.
Insurance Benefit: Insurance companies often view microdotted vehicles as a lower

risk, as their identity is secure and their recovery rate is significantly higher. This
compliance can lead to a smoother and faster claim settlement process.

IV. Conclusion: Your Non-Negotiable Security Layer

Microdot technology is the foundation of modern vehicle security in South Africa. It is a
one-time, non-electronic, passive system that cannot be deactivated or circumvented by
sophisticated criminals.

By choosing Microguard Fitment Centre, you are not just ticking a legal box; you are
investing in the absolute security of your vehicle’s identity, ensuring that no matter what
criminals attempt, your property will always be traceable to you. Protect your investment and
your peace of mind—secure your vehicle with microdots today.
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